Historic,  Archive  Document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


1 


July  1,  ISkO 

UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OE  AGRICULTURE 

OEEICE  OF  INEORMTIOH 

KATIOHAL  EAHI^!  PROGRAM  DATA 
1932-19^-^0 

FLORIDA  HIGHLiaHTS 

The  story  of  agriculture  today  in  Florida  and  in  the  re^t  of  the  Nation 
is  the  story  of  an  improved  agricaltu?'e .     Here  are  the  highlights  of  progress 
under  the  National  Farm  Program  in  Florida  during  the  7  years  since  it  was 
started: 

INCOME;  Farmers  Make  More  Honey-- 1939  cash  income  up  57  percent  from  1932; 
buying  power  ikS  percent"' 932;  farm  real  estate  values  in  19^0  up  10  percent 
from  1933;  $32,5^4,65^  loanod  "by  Farm  Credit  Adjninistration  agencies  from  1933  to 
1939;  debts  of  low  income  farmers  reduced  $790,579  under  Farm  Security  Adminis- 
tration deht  adjustment  service;  25,232,000  pounds  01  surplus  foodstuffs  distri- 
buted to  needy  in  last  fiscal  year. 

•  CONSERVATION;  Farmers  arc  Conserving  Their  Soil— UO, TO  Florida  farmers 

participated  in  the  1939  -^^^  program.,  mprosentiiig  about  S7  percent  of  the  State* 
cropland;  ^6,137  acres  covered' "by  5-c/'oar  agrocmonts  with  the  Soil  Conservation 
Service  in  1939;  3,200,U00  trees  distributed  for  planting  during  1939* 

SECURITY;  Fo..rmors  Arc  More  Secure  in  Their  Homo s4->l^-r, 855  farm  families 
received  rural  rehabilitation  loans  totalling  more  than  5,53^,000  from  I935  to 
19^0;  $537*591  made  in  grants  in  the  same  period;  53  tenant  families  started 
toward  ovmership  by  loans  for  farm  purchases;  1,^7^  miles  of  rural  electric  lines 
to  serve  5,l6l  farm  families  made  possible  by  allotments  of  Rural  Electrification 
Administration;  2,300  more  fa..rrns- getting  central  station  electric  service  in  1939 
than  in  1935, 


DEMOCRACY;  Farmers  Kolp  R-gn  the  Pro.5:ram3 — 65  county  AM  offices  v/ith  895 

the 

county  and  community  committeemen  administer/ Ai\A  jDrograms  locally;  67  county 
coa^iittces  o:nd  13  tenant  purchase  committees  v/orking  on  program  of  Farm  Security 
Adninistration;  U2  local  National  Farm  Loan  associations  and  10  production  credit 
associations  in  oper-^.tion;  11  county  land-use  planning  committees  formed. 


I 


-  3  - 

Part  One;  Parn  Incono 

Cash  farm  income  and  cash  income  from  principal  farm  products,  page  U. 
Prices  of  farm  commodities,  page  5. 
Farm  purchasing  power,  pagCg  5  and  6. 

Farm  real  estate  values  and  farm  foreclosures,  sales  and  "bankruptcies,  pages  6  cS;  7 
Payments  to  farmers  under  A, A. A,  progmms,  page  g. 

Farm  credit  and  farm  dett  adjustment,  pages    g  and  9. 
Commodity  loans,  page  10, 

Export  paj/mcnts  and  distrihution  of  surplus  foodstuffs,  pages  10  and  11. 

Part  Tv;o;  Conservation  and  v'Jise  Use  of  A-?;ri cultural  Hosourcos. 
Agricultural  Conservation  programs,  pagcr-  12  and  13, 
Soil  Conservation  Service  programs,  page  13^ 
Forest  Service  programs,  pages    ik  and  l^. 

Part  Three;  G-roater  Security  orxd  Bettor  Livinjg:  on  the  Land • 
Farm  Security  Administration  programs,  pages   Id  and  ly. 
Rural  Electrification  Administration  programs,  pages    I7  and  IS. 

Part  iP^our;  Stren^'thening  Democracy  throu..i^h  :  the  Farm  Pro<g:rams . 
Participation  in  A.A.A,  programs,  page  19. 
Results  of  A. A. A,  referenda,  page  19. 

Farmer  committees  in  the  National  Parr/i  Programs,  page  20. 
Land  Use  Planning  by  Farmers,  page > 20. 
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Pi\Il5?  OxTS:  P/iHM  IITCOI^IS 

Florida  farmers  in  1939  had  57  percent  no  re  cash  income  than  they  had  in 
1932#    Farm  cash  income  in  Florida  v/as  $122,371,000  in  1939.     G-ovornnent  payments 
accounted  for  $3,865,000  of  this  anO'Jint  directly.     The  1939  cash  income  v;as  one 
percent  more  than  in  1929,  when  cash  income  was  $121,000,000.     Cash  incor.e  in 
1932  was  $78,000,000. 

Substantial  gains  in  cash  income  from  1932  to  1939  ^7  '^^g  producers  of 

Florida^ s  most  important  farm  products  are  shovni  in  the  follov/ing  tahlc: 

TASLS  I,  Cash  Incono  Hccoivod  "by  Florida  Farmers  for 
Principal  Commodities  Listed,  in  1932  and  in  1939, 


f  iid.iount  of  5 

Percent  of 

S  Cash  Incono  l/  1 

1     Increase,  : 

Increase, 

Comm.odity 

:    1932   :  1939  2/ 

\    1939  over  : 

1939  over 

1932  : 

1932 

Total  fruits  and  nuts  33,^35  Ul,66S 

Truck  crops  21,U09  39,9S2 

Milk  6,367  8,077 

Corn  and  Kogs  1,738  ^,6l8 

TolDacco                                 9U8  ^,327 

Chickens  and  eggs  3,575  3?  868 

Potatoes  1,990  3,788 

Cattle  and  calves  1,205  3,^15 

Sugarcane  and  sirup             259  3,121 

Peanuts                                2^5  910 


.rs/ 

8,233 

.8,573 

1,710 

2,880 

3,379 

293 
1,798 
2,210 
2,862 

665 


25 
87 

27 
166 

356 
8 
90 
183 
1,105 
271 


1/  Because  farn  incono  statistics  arc  being  revised,  all  figures  in  this  table 
are  not  strictly  comparable.    For  the  most  part  figures  are  on  a  calendar  year 
basis,  but  there  are  a  few  commodities    which  are  on  a  crop  year  basis  for 
1932.    All  income  figures  in  this  table  exclude  Crovernment  pajTnonts, 

2/  Preliminary. 

For  the  country  as  a  whole  cash  farm  income  in  1939,  including  G-ovornment 
payments,  was  82  percent  larger  than  in  1932,     Cash  farm  income  vras  682,000,000 
in  1932,  and  $8,5^0,000,000  in  1939,  including  $807,000,000  in  Government  pa;^Tnents. 
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Pricos  of  ?arm  Cour.oditica 
Better  prices  for  ITlorida's  leading  farm  commodities  have  put  more  cash 
in  the  hands  of  the  farmers  of  the  State.    The  improvement  in  prices  received  "by 
Florida  farmers  for  their  principal  commodities  is  shov/n  in  the  follovin.?^  tahle: 


TABLE  II.  Average  Prices  Received  "by  Florida  Farmers 
for  Commodities  Listed,  in  1932  and  in  1939* 


Commodity 

Unit 

1932 

1939  1/ 

Milk  (v/holesale 

(Dollars) 

(Dollars) 

cwt. 

2.70 

3.15 

Hogs 

cwt. 

3.35 

5.60 

Beef  cattle 

cvrt  • 

3*20 

5.20 

Veal  calves 

CV7t  • 

5.10 

6.UO 

Corn 

"bu. 

\hG 

.72  2/ 

Oats 

"bu. 

.39 

.52 

Potatoes 

hu. 

1.09 

1.13 

Sv/eetpotatoes 

■ou. 

.79 

.SO 

Peanuts 

Ih. 

.015 

.029 

Butter 

Ih. 

.28 

.28 

Chickens 

To. 

.181 

Eggs 

doz. 

.19 

.237 

Oranges 

"box 

1.2s 

.9^ 

Orapefruit 

Id  ox 

.SI 

i32 

Cotton  lint 

Ih. 

.063 

.095 

Cotton  seed 

ton 

11.86 

18.33 

Tobacco 

Ih. 

.253 
.36 

.173 

Sugar  cane  sirup  ^/ 

gal. 

1/  Preliminary. 

2/  Includes  1  oan  corn  at  average  loan  value. 
1/  December  1  price. 

Farm  Purchasing  Power 

Both  farm  income  and  prices  paid  "by  farmers  declined  sharply  from  1929  to 
1932,  "but  farm  income  declined  more.    From  1932  to  1939  there  was  an  increase  in 
both  farm  income  and  prices  paid  "by  farm-ors,  hut  farm  income  increased  more.  0?hus 
farm  huying  pov.rer  fell  off  from  1929  to  1932  and  climhed  upv;ard  from  1932  to  1939* 

For  the  United  States  as  a  whole  farm  huying  power  in  1939  ^-^^s  I72  percent 
as  much  as  in  1932  and  99  percent  of  the  1929  level.     In  other  words,  farmers 
were  able  to  buy  about  as  much  in  1939  '-^s  in  I929  and  72  percent  more  than  in 
19^2. 
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In  Florida,  farm  purchasing  pov/er  in  1939  was  ikS  percent  as  much  as  in 
1932  and  132  percent  of  the  I929  level.     Thus  Florida  farmers  in  1939  were  in  a 
position  to  huy       percent  more  of  the  things  they  needed  than  in  1932  and  32  per- 
cent more  than  in  1529» 

The  farmer's  buying  power  can  also  ho  shown  "by  the  unit  exchange  value  of 
farm  products,  namoljr,  the  ratio  of  prices  received  "by  farmers  to  prices  paid  "by 
farmers  for  com.moditics  used  in  living  and  production.    V/hile  this  measurement  is 
not  available  on  a  State  basis,  Florida  farmers  n-^.turally  benefited  from  nation- 
wide improvement  in  the  exchange  value  of  farm  products. 

For  all  farm  conmoditios,  the  unit  exchange  value  was  26  percent  higher 
in  1939  than  in  1932.    The  following  table,  coraparing  1939  and  1932,  shows  the 
unit  exchange  value  of  all  farm  products,  as  well  as  specified  groups  of  farm 
connodities  that  are  important  in  Florida. 


TABLE  III.  Unit  Exchange  Value  *  of  all  Farm  Products  and  of 
Specified  G-roups  of  Comoditics  Important  in  Florida. 


Percent  of  Base  Period 
 1910-191^ 


1932 


1939 


Percent 
Change 
1939  over 
1932 


All  farm  products 
Meat  animals 
3^iry  products 
Chickens  and  eggs 


61 

59 

77 


77 

91 

ss 

7S 


26 
t  10 

+  1 


*Ratio  of  prices  received  to  prices  paid  by  farmers  for  commodities  iised  in 
living  and  production,  I9IO-IU  base. 

Farm  Real  Estate  Values 
Gains  in  farm  income,  prices  and  buying  pov/or  have  been  reflected  in  ris- 
irig  real  estate  values  on  Florida  farms.     In  the  year  ending  March  I933  the  value 
of  farm  real  estate  v/as  121  percent  of  the  period  before  the  World  War.  From 
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this  point  the  estimated  value  por  acre  in  Florida  rose  to  133  percent  of  pre-war 
for  the  year  endin^^  March  19HO,     Thus  Florida  farmers  found  their  real  estate 
worth  a"bout  10  percent  more  early  in  19^0  than  in  the  first  part  of  1933* 

For  the  United  States  as  a  whole,  in  the  year  ending  March  19^0  farm  real 
estate  values  rose  to  85  percent  of  the  level  hufore  the  World  War,  compared  v/ith 
only  73  percent  of  pre-wa.r  in  the  year  ending  March,  1933*     ^he  Id  percent  gain 
from  1933  to  19^0  followed  more  than  a  decade  of  unbroken  decline  in  the  value 
of  farm  real  estate. 

Farm  Foreclosures,  Sales  and  Bankruptcios 

Along  vrith  a  rise  in  farm  real  estate  values  since  1932,  there  v>foro  more 
voluntary  sales  of  f arms  •  in  Florida  and  fewer  forced  sales  and  oanl^iruptcies. 

Voluntary  sales  and  trades  of  Florida  farms  were  zkib  per  thousand  for 
tho  yeo.r  ending  March  1939  f  compared  with  22.3  pcr  thousand  for  the  year  ending 
March  I933. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  numher  of  forced  farm  sales  in  the  State  declined 
from  U6  for  the  year  ending  March  1933  to  only  llo5  P^^?  thousand  for  the  year 
ending  March  1939- 

Farm  bankruptcies  in  Florida  a.roppcd  from  a  total  of  lU  in  tho  year  ending 
Juno  30,  1933  to  2  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1939. 

In  the  United  States  as  a  whole,  voliuitary  sales  and  trades  of  farms  rose 
from  l6.g  per  thousand  in  the  year  1933  to  28.2  por  thousand  in  the  year  ending 
March,  1939,  cind  forced  sale  of  f.arms  declined  from  jU.l  per  thousajid  to  16.8 
pcr  thousmid  in  the  same  period;  farm  bo.nkruptcies  in  tho  entire  country  decreased 
76  percent  from  1933  to  1939. 


All  Phases  of  Farm  Pro.g!;rain  Contrib-gte  to  Income  Improvement 
i  Farmers  of  Florida  received  $1,596,000  in  conservation  paj^ents  under 

the  1937  program,  $2,96U,105  iinder  the  1938  program,  and  an  estimated  $3,232,5^1 
under  the  1939  program,  including  county  association  expenses. 

In  addition,  under  the  Price  Adjustment  Act  of  193S  farmers  of  the  State 
received  an  estimated  $273,669  in  parity  payiucnts  on  their  1939  production. 
In  the  fiscal  year  ending  Juno  30,  1939 »  Florida  sugar  producers  received 
$486,6^7  under  the  Sugar  Act  of  1937,  and  cotton  producers  received  $272,628 
under  the  Cotton  Price  Adjustment  Act  of  1937* 

For  the  United  States  as  a  whole,  payments  under  the  1939  conservation 
program  totaled  $506,179jl99,  including  county  association  expenses. 
Federal  Credit  Aids  Agriculture 

Farmers  in  Florida  obtained  $3^,^-Bk,S^h  in  loans  from  institutions  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Farm.  Credit  Administration  from  May  1,  1933,  through 
December  3I,  1939 •     ^'^  addition,  credit  v/as  advanced  to  a  considerable  number  of 
farmer  cooperatives  o,nd  privately  org.anized  agricultural  financing  institutions. 
The  Federal  Land  Bank  of  Colum-bia,  making  long-term  first  mortgage  loans, 
had  $9,1+17,811  outstanding  in  Florida  on  December  3I,  1939,  including  loans  made 
prior  to  the  organization  of  the  Farm  Credit  Administration,     In  addition, 
$7,593,000  of  first  and  second  mortgage  Land  Bank  Commissioner  loans  v/ore  out- 
standing on  that  da.tc. 
i  From  1933  to  1935  almost  80  percent  of  Federal  land  bank  and  Commissioner 

loans  made  in  Florida  \^ere  used  to  pay  off  old  debts.    Although  the  largest  per- 
centage of  loans  continues  to  bo  made  for  refinancing,  since  October  1,  1935, 
f   some  1,1421  Florida  farmers  and  farm  tenants  have  purchased  farms,  using  $1,966, 6OO 
credit  obtained  from  the  Federal  Land  Bank  of  Columbia  and  the  Federal  Farm 
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Mortgage  Corporation,  vjhich  provides  funds  for  Land  Bank  Commissioner  loans,  to 
finance  the  purciiases.  This  includes  the  resale  on  credit  terms  of  farms  which 
liad  "been  acquired  hy  these  agencies. 

The  10  production  credit  a,ssociations  operating  in  the  State  have  made 
13,772  loans  aggregating  $17,633,962  since  their  organization  in  I933  and  193U. 
Those  associations  make  loans  for  all  types  of  short-term  farm  operations.  Loans 
outstanding  on  December  3I,  totaled  $3,Uo5,9l6. 

The  ColiLmoia  Bank  for  Cooperatives  malces  loans  to  farm.ers'  marketing,  pur- 
chasing, and  farm  business  associati©ms.     On  December  3I,  1939,  the  Columbia 
Bank  had  loans  outstanding  to  2o  Florida  cooperatives  aggregating  $2,0U2,lU0t 

In  the  United  States  as  a  whole,  during  the  same  period,  individual  farmers 
and  their  cooperative  organizations  obtained  $5, 951, '^00, 000  in  loans  and  dis- 
counts from  institutions  under  supervision  of  the  Farm  Credit  Administration, 
Land  bank  loans  outstojiding  on  December  3I,  1939,  totaled  $1,905,000,000;  Land 
Bank  Commissioner  loans,  $691,000,000;  production  credit  associations  numbering 
52s,  in  six  years  made  $1,312,000  loans  aggregating  $1,^42,000,000;  in  the  sajnc 
period  the  12  district  banks  for  cooperatives  and  the  Central  Bank  made  6,S68 
lopjis  aggregating  $^4-91, 0^7,000. 
Pebt  Ad.iustment 

In  Florida,  2,2277  farmers,   through  the  Farm  Debt  Adjustm^ent  Service  of 
the  Farm  Security  Administration,  reduced  their  debts  through  agreement  with 
their  creditors  by  $790,579  in  the  period    September  1,  I935  to  December  31,  1939, 
a  debt  reduction  of  lS.2  percent.    As  a  result  Florida  farmers  have  been  able  to 
pay  $120,216  in  back  taxes. 

In  the  United  States  as  a  whole,  111,131  farmers  reduced  their  debts  by 
adjustments  totaling  8^1,9^2,798  or  23.7  percent,  and  as  a  resiilt  have  been  able 
to  pay  more  than  $4,860,000  in  back  taxes. 
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Commodity  Loans  Protect  Income 

Corn  and  vrheat  loans  serve  to  protect  and  stabilize  farm  income,  help  to 
stabilize  market  supplies  and  prices,  and  protect  both  consumers  and  producers 
against  the  calamity  of  crop  failure • 

In  the  United  States  as  a  whole,  70,000  wheat  producers  obtained  loans  on 
their  193^  crop,  totaling  about  $^5, 000, 000  on  85,700,000  bushels  of  wheat,  and 
about  235,000  producers  stored  167,000,000  bushels  of  their  1939  crop  under  loans 
totaling  about  $115,000,000. 

Exports  Aided 

Two  major  export  programs  for  wheat  and  cotton  have  assisted  United  States 
producers  to  retain  their  fair  share  of  the  world  market.     In  the  fiscal  year 
vjhich  ended  June  30,  1939  the  first  year  of  the  wheat  export  program,  118  million 
"bushels  of  wheat  were  sold  for  export.    Of  this  amount,  export  of  9^  million 
bushels  was  assisted  directed  by  the  export  program.    From  July  1  through  December 
31*  1939»  sales  for  exi)ort  of  approximately         million  bushels  of  wheat  and  wheat 
in  the  form  of  flour  were  assisted  by  the  continuing  export  programs. 

How  the  wheat  program  has  operated  to  improve  the  domestic  wheat  prices 

in  the  last  year  and  a  half  is  shovm  in  the  following:  In  August  1938  the  average 

^.  S.  farm  price  v;as  3^  cents  under  the  Liverpool  price.     In  August  1939 »  the 
S,  price  was  about  3  cents  above  Liverpool.    Since  Liverpool  is  normally 

about  30  cents  over  the  domestic  farm  price,  this  meant  the  U.  S.  farmer  was  re- 
ceiving about  33  cents  a  bushel  more  for  his  wheat  than  if  his  price  had  been 
based  on  the  world  price. 
Pomestic  Consumiotion  Increased 

Expanded  domestic  distribution  and  consumption  of  surplus  farm  products 
was  brought  about  through  two  types  of  programs:  direct  purchase  of  commodities 
for  distribution  to  needy  families  through  State  welfare  agencies,  and  the  Food 
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Order  Stamp  Plan  which  puts  incroasod  food  TDuying  power  directly  into  the  hands 
of  lov/-income  families. 

In  Florida  in  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  50,  1939,  25,23"2,000  pounds  of 
surplus  foodstuffs  were  distributed  "by  the  Federal  Surplus  Commodities  Corpora- 
tion, compared  with  a  total  of  1, 970f079»155  pounds  distributed  throughout  the 
United  States  in  the  same  period. 

Commodities  purchased  in  Florida  include<^OS,000  boxes  of  grapefrait, 
(i      663,000  cases  of  canned  grapefruit  juice,  and  208,000  boxes  of  oranges. 

Up  to  July  1,  19^0,  the  Food  Order  Stamp  Plan  was  in  operation  in  Jackson- 
ville ard  the  rest  of  Duval  County,  while  others  are  to  be  added  to  the  list. 


I 
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PART  TWO:  CONSERVATIOII  MD  WISE  USE  OF  AGRIGULTORAL  RESOURCES 
Income  improvement  and  conservation  of  natural  resources  have  gone  hand 
in  hand  in  Florida  since  1933» 

Under  the  first  agricultural  conservation  program  in  193^  ahout  23,100 
Florida  farmers  participated.    Of  the  total  cropland,  about  57  percent,  or 
1,2^0,535  acres,  was  covered  by  applications  for  payments.    A  total  of  55»333 
acres  was  diverted  from  soil-depleting  crops.    Soil-building  practices  were  put 
into  effect  on  about  5^3,200  acres  as  follows:  New  seedings  of  legumes  and  legume 
mixtures,  perennial  grasses  for  pasture,  and  green  manure  crops  —  51-2,156  acres; 
fertilizer  and  lime  applications  —  ^3,690  acres;  forest  tree  plantings  —  1,329 
acres;  and  terracing  —  6,6Ul  acres. 

Borida  farmers  have  continued  to  participate  actively  in  the  A.A.A.  pro- 
grams.   There  were  25,800  payees  in  the  1937  program  and  Ul,268  in  the  1938 
program.    Applications  for  payments  covered  1,356,000  acres,  or  62  percent  of  the 
cropland  in  the  State,  under  the  1937  program  and  l,6l5,000  acres,  or  65  percent 
of  the  cropland,  under  the  1938  program. 

Soil  building  practides  were  put  into  effect  in  the  State  as  follows  under 
the  A.A.A,  programs  for  1937  and  I938: 

Unit  1937  1938 

New  seedings  acres       32,720  21,985 

Green-manure  and  cover-crops  acres      629,700      1,00b, 371 

J'orest  tree  practices  acres         2,U00  6.90^ 

^seeding  pasture  mixtures  acres   58,53^ 

Artificial  reseeding  of  pastures  lbs.  of  seed   33,700 

J'ertilizer  and  lime  applications  tons       37i703  51*^96 

Mulching  tons    2,886 

terracing  lin.ft.  3.000,000  5,^2^,000 

In  the  United  States  as  a  whole,  under  the  1938  Agricultural  Conservation 

I  Program,  new  seedings  covered  30,075,000  acres  and  green-manure  and  cover  crops 

25,2^^,000  acres.    Fertilizer  and  lime  applications  totaled  5» 5^7,000  tons.  Forest 
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tree  practices  covered  197,000  acres  and  pasture  practices  about  2,205,000  acres. 
Protected  summer  fallovT,  strip  cropping,  contoTir  farmin^^   and  listing  wsre 
carried  out  on  15,990,000  acres.    Terracing  was  carried  out  to  the  extent  of 
392,036,000  linear  feet. 
Soil  Conservation  Service  Activities 

In  addition  to  the  Agricultural  Conservation  Program,  many  Florida  farmers 
have  signed  five-year  agreements  with  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  for  complete 
programs  of  erosion  control  and  good  land  management.    As  of  December  31,  1939, 
370  farms  including  46,137  acres  were  operating  under  such  agreements.  This 
figure  includes  land  in  Soil  Conservation  projects,  CCC  camp  soil  conservation 
work  areas,  and  farm.s  planned  cooperatively  "by  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  and 
State  Extension  Service.     Soil  Conservation  Districts,  organized  under  State  law, 
include  2,591  farms  ajid  250,000  acres. 

Approximately  583,791  acres  unsuited  to  continued  cropping  have  been  pur- 
chased and  developed  for  uses  for  which  this  land  is  better  suited,  principally 
forestry  and  grazing  under  the  Land  Utilization  Program. 

In  the  United  States  as  a  whole,  a  total  of  48,267,000  acres  of  farm  land 
in  82,000  farms  were  covered  by  5-year  contracts  with  the  Soil  Conservation  Serv- 
ice up  to  June  30,  1939,     Soil  Conservation  Service  demonstration  areas  now  in- 
clude 68,847,000  acres.     Soil  Conservation  Districts,  numbering  217,  covered  a 
combined  area  of  120,000,000  acres  of  the  Nation's  1,900,000,000  acres  of  lajid 
by  Januar^^  Ij  1940,  with  another  100  districts  in  process  of  organization.  Within 
the  217  organized  districts  were  1,000,000  farniSo 

Approrlmately  8,600,000  acres  of  laiid  unsuited  to  continued  cropping  have 
^een  purche-ced  and  developed  for  uses  for  which  this  land  is  better  suited, 
principally  forestry  and  grazing. 
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Forest  Conservation  and  Reforestation 

Approxiniat ely  one~third  of  the  76,000  farms  in  Florida  contain  woodland, 
and  farm  woodlands  in  the  aggregate  anoimt  to  2»600,000  acres,  or  alDOut  43  percent 
of  the  State's  farm  area. 

Forest  conservation  and  reforestation  on  "both  puhlic  and  private  lands  in 
Horida  have  "been  advancing  rapidly  from  1932  to  1940.    Under  the  Clarke^-McNary 
law,  which  provides  for  Federal-State  cooperation  in  the  production  and  distrilDu- 
tion  of  trees,  5,200,400  trees  were  distributed  for  planting  on  farm  lands  during 
1939,    Extensive  plantings  of  forest  trees  also  are  made  on  farm  lands  under 
agreement  with  the  Soil  Conservation  Service, 

The  U.  S»  Forest  Service  administers  1,302»?07  acres  in  the  four*  National 
Forests  in  Florida,    Under  the  provisions  of  the  Weeks  Law  more  than  600,000  low- 
producing  acres  have  heen  purchased  or  approved  for  purchase  "by  the  National  Forest 
Reservation  Commission  in  6  years.    Through  protection  and  careful  management 
they  are  rapidly  "being  restored  to  productivity. 

During  the  fiscal  year  1939  more  than  80,000  people  visited  the  four 
National  Forests  for  recreation  purposes,  many  of  them  using  the  13  developed 
campgrounds.    16,846,000  hoard  feet  of  tim.her  valued  at  $95,012  were  cut  on  these 
National  Forests  in  the  past  fiscal  year. 

In  the  United  States  as  a  whole,  the  national  forest  system  now  includes 
about  175  million  acres  in  40  States,    More  than  12  million  acres  have  been  pur-» 
chased  or  approved  for  purchase  for  national  forests  since  March  1933,  about  2^ 
times  as  much  land  as  was  purchased  for  national  forests  in  the  preceding  22  years. 
Approximately  125  million  trees  produced  largely  in  Forest  Service  nurseries  were 
planted  during  1939  on  131,000  acres  of  national  forest  land, 

*Apalachicola,  Choctawhatchee  (turned  over  to  Army  June  1940),    Ocala,  and  Osceola, 
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In  the  Prairie  States  Forestry  Shelter'belt  Project  of  the  Forest  Service 
125  million  trees  have  "been  used  in  11,000  miles  of  plantings  and  provide  protec- 
tion for  about  3  million  acres  of  land,  in  the  Great  Plains,  where  protection  is 
especially  needed, 

AlDOut  314,000  trees  were  planted  on  farm  lands  in  1938  in  the  farm  fores- 
try program  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service,  and  55  million  trees  were  distri- 
iDuted  for  farm  planting  under  Forest  Service-State  cooperation  through^  the 
Clarke-McNary  law. 

Under  the  A%A.A.  program  in  1938  a"bout  55,445  acres  of  farm  land  were 
planted  to  forest  trees. 


PART  THESE:  GEEATSR  SECURITY  MX)  BETTER  LI  VINO  ON  THE  LMD 
Aside  from  the  program  designed  to  provide  greater  equality  of  income  for 
agriculture  as  a  whole,  and  nation-wide  conservation  practices,  special  attention 
has  "been  given  to  more  need^'"  farm  families  requiring  additional  aid  to  "become 
self-supporting.     Special  programs  have  iDeen  directed  to  low^income  farmers  suf- 
fering from  such  additional  handicaps  as  drought,  poor  farming  practices,  worn-out 
or  inadequate  land,  unsound  tenure  conditions,  or  overwhelming  delDt. 

From  1935  to  1940  in  Florida,  the  Earm  Security  Administration  aided  14,855 
farm  families  with  rural  rehabilitation  loazis  aggregating  $5,534,000  to  enable 
them  to  get  a  new  start  and^  again  "become  self-supporting. 

By  following  complete  farm  and  home  m.anagement  plans  in  1939,  11,681 
rehabilitation  "borrov;ers  in  Florida  had  an  average  net  income  of  $289.38  per 
family  as  compared  with  $368.72  in  the  year  before  they  came  to  E.S.A,  for  help, 
an  increase  of  8  percent.    Thus  these  families  had  increased  their  own  annual 
incomes  by  a  total  of  $241,295.    The  typic-aL  rehabilitation  femily  in  Florida 
has  borrowed  $460.20  and  already  has  repaid  $137.64.    Florida  rehabilitation 
borrowers  in  1939  produced  $1,971,636  worth  of  goods  for  home  consumption,  com- 
pared with  $1,219,730  worth  before  entering  the  Farm  Security  Administration  pro- 
gram.   In  1939  these  families  canned  an  average  of  141  quart©  of  fruits  and 
vegetables  per  family,  for  home    consumption;  produced  an  average  of  300  gallons 
of  milk  per  fanily;  and  an  average  of  8|  tons  of  forage  per  family.  Rehabilita- 
tion borrowers  in  Florida  are  now  operating  an  average  of  44  acres,  an  increase 
of  5.81  acres  since  they  came  to  the  program..    This  increased  acreage,  while  not 
adding  materially  to  the  production  of  commercial  crops,  has  maintained  a  better 
^et  for  these  families. 
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At  the  close  of  1939,  3,002  Florida  families  had  received  grants  for 
emergency  relief  aggregating  $537, 

Under  the  Bankhead- Jones  Act  loans  for  farm  purchases  were  raade  to  53 
tenant  families  in  Florida  as  of  Deceziber  31,  1939,  aggregating  $220,238. 

In  the  United  States  as  a  whole,  from  1935  to  1940,  the  Farm  Security 

Administration  aided  appro xina.t el y  800,000  farm  families  with  rehabilitation 

loans.    By  following  complete  farm  and  home  management  plans,  360,000  of  these 

"borrowers  covered  by  a  survey  in  1939  had  increased  their  net  worth  over  and 

above  all  debts  by  26  percent,  and  their  production  of  food  for  home  consumption 

by  64  percent.    The  average  borrower  reported  increasing  his  net  worth  by  more 

than  $230.42  nince  coming  into  the  program.    The  Farm  Security  Administration  has 

made  rehabilitation  loans  totalling  more  than  $370,000,000  since  1935.  Although 

these  loans  are  usually  made  for  a  period  of  five  years,  and  much  of  the  money 
yet 

is  not/due,  these  farmers  who  could  not  get  adequate  credit  from  any  other  source 
already  have  repaid  more  than  $130,000,000  into  the  U.  S.  Treasury.  Ultimately, 
it  is  expected  tha.t  at  least  80  percent  of  these  loans  will  be  collected. 

Under  the  Bankhead-Jones  Act,  loans  for  farm  purchases  were  made  to  6,678 
tenant  families  by  Deceipber  31,  1939. 
Rural  Electrification 

By  June  30,  1939,  the  Rural  Electrification  Administration  had  made  allot- 
ments in  Florida  aggregating  $1,467,000  for  the  construction  of  1,478  miles  of 
line  to  serve  5,161  farm  families. 

By  June  30,  1939,  8,000,  or  9.8  percent  of  the  farms  in  the  State,  had 
central  station  service,  compared  with  5,700,  or  7.8  percent  having  central 
station  service  before  the  R.E.A.  began  operations  in  1935.    This  is  a  net  in- 
crease of  2,300  farms  or  40.4  percent.     Surveys  showed  that  12  percent  of  Florida 
farms  served  by  R.E.A.  lines  have  washing  machines;  65  percent  have  electric 
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irons;  general  utility  electric  motors,  electric  chick  "brooders  and  poultry 
lighting  have  gained  favor  since  the  beginning  of  the  program. 

There  were  seven  RDA^financed  rural  electric  systems  in  the  State  "by 
SeptemlDGr  1»  1939.    As  of  J\me  30,  1940,  $130,000  of  the  total  allotments  made 
to  the  cooperatives  was  set  aside  for  the  construction  of  a  generating  plant. 

In  the  United  States  as  a  whole,  to  the  close  of  1939,  the  Rural  Electri- 
fication Administration  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  has  ma,de  total  allot- 
H   ments  of  $273,000,000  for  the  construction  of  260,000  miles  of  line  to  serve 
'    600,000  farm  families.    Already  400,000  fams  have  heen  connected  to  REA- 

sponsored  lines,  the  greater  majority  of  which  are  cooperatively  managed.  The 
nmlDsr  of  electrified  farms  in  the  United  States  has  more  than  doubled  from  1935 
to  the  present  tim.e,    Approxim.ately  25  percent  of  Americaii  faxms  were  electrified 
January  1,  1940,  compared  with  10.9  percent  on  Janua.ry  1,  1935. 
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PART  FOUR:   STRSNGTHMIL^O  LEiOCRACY  THROUGH  THE  FARIi  PROGRAi/IS 
Democracy  has  iDeen  both  the  end  aiid  the  means  of  National  Farm  Programs 

from  1933  to  the  present.    Thro-agh  local  committees,  farmers  have  the  responsi'bil'- 

itjr  for  local  administration. 

Nearly  6  million  of  the  nation^ s  6,800,000  farmers  are  participating  in 

the  Agric-altural  Conservation  Prograin  today.    Participation  in  Florida  and  in 

the  United  States  since  the  AAA  "began  in  1933  was  as  follows: 


1933 
1954 
1935 
1936  1/ 


Florida 

NumlDer  of  contracts 
accepted  by  AAA 
4,515  1933 
9,904  1934 
16,108  1935 
  1936  ij 


United  States 


1,625,912 
3,105,110 
3,399,779 
291,652 


\]  Winter  wheat  and  rye  contracts  made  before  January  6,  1936. 


1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 


Florida 

Number  of  payees  under 

the  Agricultural  Conserva- 
tion Program 

23,060  1936 

25, BOO  1937 

Ul,26S  193s 

to, 500  1939 


Unit^ed  ^tate% 


3,ggO,Ui47 
3,7^3,904 
5,2^8,796 
5,764,200 


The  results  of  referendum  votes  among  Florida  farmers  show  the  demand  for 
full  application  of  the  A. A. A.  programs.     Important  referenda  in  which  Florida 
farmers  participated  were  as  follovrs: 

Nature  of  Referendum  Date 


Corn-hogs 

Cotton  (Bankhead  Act) 
Tobacco:  Flue-cured 
Corn  hogs 
Cotton 

Tobacco:  Flue-cured 
Cotton 

Tobacco:  Flue-cured 
Tobacco:  Flue-cured 
Cotton 


Oct.  1934 

Dec.  1934 

July  1935 

Oct.  1935 

Mar.  1938 
II  II 

Dec.  1932 
M  n 

Oct.  1939 

Dec.  1939 


Votes  of  Par  tici- 
patinjg;  Farmers 


For 


7^1 
S,69l 
1,496 
1,115 
6,921 
1.969 
4,774 
2,589 

3,347 

3,704 


Against 


^7 
639 

86 

1,^33 
1,511 

1,361 
1,56U 

659 
650 


Percent 
for 


91^ 
93 
95 
S9 
S3 
57 
7S 
38 

85 
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!  In  Florida  in  19^0,  there  were  325  members  and  alternates  of  county  A. A, A. 

I  committees  and  570  members  and  alternates  of  community  A, A, A.  committees  vrhich  ad- 
I  minister  the  Agricultural  Conservation  Program  locally.     There  were  also  67  county 
I  committees  of  the  Farm  Security  Adm.inistration  in  the  State  and  13  county  tenant 
I  purchase  committees.     Cooperating  with  the  Farm  Credit  Administration  were  k2 
i  local  National  Farm  Loan  Associations  and  10  Prod-TC t ion  Credit  Associ-n ::ioud • 
Soil  conservation  Districts,  organized  under  State  law,  inclj.de  c-,;,9l 
!  farms  and  cover         000  acres  in  Florida. 

Soil  ConserTS t?.on  Di^^tricty  aie  organised  and  develiped.  ur^der  S-l^ate  laws 
by  farmers,  who  have  an  opp.-ji tuni-^^  to  ezyjress  their  preferences  "doth  :is  to 
planning  and  operc-tions  vrithin  the  "D":! strict.      By  means  of  these  Dia'ricts  farmers 
can  coordinate  their  efforts  to  control  erosion  thoroughly  along  watershed  lines 
I  with  technical  assistance  often  being  furnished  by  local.  State  and  Federal 
I  agencies. 

I  ^and  Use  Planning  by  Farmers 

Land  Use  Planning  Committees  study  all  agricultural  problems,  and  how 
'  J'ederal,  State,  and  local  agricultural  services  can  best  be  applied,  Hepresenta- 
1  tive  farm  people  and  agricultural  officials  are  members  of  both  county  a,nd  commun- 
j  ity  planning  committees.     In  this'v/ay  farmers  Imvo  a  voice  in  planning  what  all 
j  puHic  agricultural  agencies  will  do  in  their  communities. 

In  Florida,  11  county  Land  Use  Planning  Committees,  with  19I  farmer  members 

I  liave  been  formed  and  others  wore  expected  to  bo  organized  in  19^0. 

In  the  United  States  as  a  whole,  approximately  135,000  farmers  served  on 
^•A.A,  committees;  there  were  2,907  Debt  Adjustment  Committees;  1,2S9  Tenant  Pur- 
chase Committees;  and  approximately  1,500  committees  for  rehabilitation  loans; 
al)out  3,700  active  National  Farm  Loan  Associations,  and  52S  Production  Credit 
Associations;  approximately  370  Soil  Conservation  Districts  were  either  organized 
.  or  in  the  process  of  organization. 

There  wore  approximately  19,000  farmers  by  the  end  of         1939  participating 
Hi  as  mombcrs  of  county  Land  Use  Planning  Committees,  and  65,000  as  members  of  c®m- 
^^ity  Land  Use  Planning  C  orxoittees. 


